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Final Beneficiaries / Target groups:  
 

 State authorities at the national/regional levels (i.e. Ministries of Environment, Agriculture,Territorial  
administration, Emergency situation, Economic Development and Finance in Azerbaijan) 

 Local authorities/self-governance, population of local communities 
 Sector related CBOs (farmers associations, business units, etc.) 

 
 
Contact Person: Mr. Rauf Rzayev, National Coordinator (rauf098@gmail.com)  
 
 
 
Introduction 
 
 
The “Greening Economies in the European Union’s Eastern Neighborhood” (EaP GREEN) programme 
aims to support the six Eastern Partnership (EaP) countries, including Azerbaijan, to move towards green 
economy by decoupling economic growth from environmental degradation and resource depletion. 
 
The programme is structured around three components:  
 
(1) Governance and financing tools for sustainable production and consumption (SCP) and green 
economy; 
  
(2) Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
accompanying SCP policy implementation; and  
 
(3) Demonstration projects. Governments and the private sector are the key target groups of EaP GREEN.  
 
 
The overall objective of the RECP Demonstrations under the EaP GREEN Programme is to improve the 
resource productivity and environmental performance of businesses and other organizations in the target 
industry sectors of the Eastern Partnership Economies, including Azerbaijan and thereby contribute to 
sustainable industrial development and generation of employment and incomes. This will be achieved 
through the widespread implementation of RECP concepts, methods, techniques and policies by 
businesses and other organizations, governments at all levels, and providers of business services, 
including advisory and financial services. Resource Efficient and Cleaner Production (RECP) applies 
proven preventive environmental approaches and productivity concepts for the triple benefits of improved 
resource productivity (hence reduced operational costs and reduced use of materials, energy and water), 
reduced environmental  impacts (less waste, emissions and pollution) and improved occupational and 
community health and safety. 
 
 



 
The programme is aimed at improving resource efficiency and environmental performance in each of the 
six EaP countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Republic of Moldova and Ukraine), in particular 
in the prioritized agro-food, chemicals and construction materials’ sectors, through the widespread 
adaptation and adoption of RECP methods, practices and techniques. Agro-food processing, chemical 
and construction materials’ sectors are specifically targeted given the current and expected future 
contributions of these sectors to the economies at large, their potential for job creation and development of 
small and medium enterprises, and their significant resource-use and pollution footprints. 
 
The RECP project is the component of the Regional Action of the European Union to support the greening 
of economies in the EaP countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine). 
 
Main activities: 
 
UNIDO’s Demonstration Programme is aimed at improving resource productivity and environmental 
performance of businesses at regional and national level in particularly food processing, chemical and 
construction materials sectors. 
 
Within current project, Azerbaijan Branch office of RECC is contracted by UNIDO for the organizational, 
logistic and administrative arrangements for the smooth running of the day to day activities of the 
programme, including e.g. organization of trainings and events, delivery of demonstration projects, 
preparation of publications etc. 
 
The program aims to implement the following activities:  
 

 Activity 1: National experts identified, trained and coached in basic and advanced RECP methods 
and applications, and supportive management/entrepreneurship topics 

 
 Activity 2:Awareness and understanding of RECP opportunities and benefits improved at the 

national and regional levels among enterprises, government and civil society 
 

 Activity 3: Potential for improved resource productivity and environmental performance through 
RECP widely demonstrated in enterprises and other national organizations. 

 
 
 
Capacity building/awareness raising activities  
 
During project implementation period it is considered to implement a number of capacity 
building/awareness raising activities listed below:  
 

 Introductory trainings for potential candidates of RECP experts and representatives of SMEs (25 
participants) was held in April month of 2014; 

 Review and assessment trainings for RECP experts is planned to held in July month of 2014; 
 Final review trainings for RECP experts 
 Awareness seminar on RECP for businesses in one of the regions of Azerbaijan 
 Developed web page on RECP Demonstration Programme 
 Public seminar for dissemination of results  

 
 
Assessment at enterprises   
During project implementation recruited shot-term experts will conduct assessments at selected 
enterprises mainly focusing directions:  
 

 Support enterprises and other organizations in target sectors with implementation of RECP 
methods and techniques to achieve environmental and economic benefits: detailed RECP 
assessments will be completed for some 15 enterprises in the country in subsectors of chemical, 
agro-food and construction materials production. Implementation results, with associated 
economic and environmental benefits, will be documented using a standard set of enterprise level 
indicators, and will be widely disseminated. A further group of 30-40 will be guided to implement 
RECP using a group-based assistance model.  



 Support the transfer and deployment of key enabling technologies/equipment for RECP in the 
target sectors: building on the findings at enterprise level, technology gap analysis will be 
undertaken and common technology needs identified. Appropriate technology solutions will then 
be sourced and promoted, including through development and promotion of business and 
investment plans.  

 
 
Resource Efficient and Cleaner Production (RECP) 
 
RECP applies preventive environmental techniques and total productivity management practices to 
achieve: 
 

 Productive use of natural resources –reduction of the use of materials, water and energy;  
 Minimization of environmental impacts through reduction of generation of Greenhouse Gases and 

other emissions and wastes; and 
 Promoting and protecting human health through improvements in occupational health and safety. 

 
 
Project results: 
 
 
It is expected that businesses, business membership organizations, government and potentially other 
stakeholders (e.g. professional associations, academia) will have improved their awareness and 
understanding of RECP, its benefits and contribution to sustainable development. 


